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Mike LaBrose’s 73 Centurion Conv. Best of Show 
 
The St. Louis Gateway Chapter of the BCA sponsored 
the 2012 Heartland Regional at the St. Louis Airport 
Hilton Hotel.  After a nearly last-minute hotel change 
because the originally contracted Holiday Inn could not 
finish their renovation in time, the show proceeded 
with relatively few glitches.  A number of guests 
indicated they’d had a great time and complimented us 
on a well-organized show. 

 
A particular highlight was the welcome party Thursday 
evening.  The hospitality room had been set up for 
about 70 people assuming people would come in for a 
while and leave as others arrived.  People seemed to 
enjoy the food and companionship so much they stayed 
all evening and some our folks had to round up tables 
and chairs to accommodate about another 30 people.   
 
Club participation was good with 31 of our members 
registering for the show and a number of others 
volunteering to help with wherever needed at the show.  
Overall, the attendance was down from our Regional 8 
years ago, but that has been the trend at most Regional 
shows since then. 
 
The total number of registrations was 101, with 31 of 
those our members.  Due to a couple of last minute 
cancellations, we only had 46 judged cars and 28 
display only cars.  We sold 16 swap spaces and had 4 
cars in the car corral.  The financial picture is unclear 
until our treasurer has time to add up all the income 
and expenses, including a final accounting from the 
Hilton as well as settlement talks with Holiday Inn. 
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2012 Heartland Regional Show 

Upcoming Events 
 

Regular Monthly Meeting & Pot Luck, Sunday, September 23, 1pm, at 
Chet & Jeanne Palumbo’s, Defiance, MO 

 

Fall Oil Change, Saturday, October 6, Paul Meyer’s Garage, 10 am 
 

See Page 3 for details 
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Director’s Letter 
 
I wanted to start this month’s letter with a big thanks 
to everyone involved in making the recent Buick 
Heartland Regional event a success.  Through 
everyone’s hard work we overcame many obstacles 
to make it happen.  Your efforts are much 
appreciated by the rest of the members and the 
attendees – we couldn’t have done it without you! 
 
Now that the weather is cooling off and the hustle 
and bustle of the Regional is over, it’s time to get 
those cars out and take a nice drive into the country 
with your Buick friends.  Our next club meeting is 
this Sunday, September 23 at Chet Palumbo’s house 
out in New Melle, MO.  Chet and his wife, Jeanne, 
will be our gracious hosts and will have meat, buns, 
beans, beer, soda and water.  They will also have 
dishes, plastic ware and napkins.  We ask that 
everyone bring an appetizer, side dish or desert to 
make a great meal to enjoy with your friends.  If you 
would like to bring your favorite wine that would be 
great also.  So far, Maggie Wester is making some 
pies and Ginny Landers will make some deviled 
eggs. This is a kid friendly event, too.  Bring your 
lawn chairs and let’s enjoy the great weather and 
company!  See directions to Chet & Jeanne’s House 
further down in the Gazette. 
 
Hope to see everyone there and happy motoring! 
 

John 
 

 

Meeting Minutes, August 20, 2012 
 
 The July 2012 meeting was held on Monday, July 
20th, at Fuddruckers 
 

 

Meeting Minutes, August 20, 2012(Cont’) 
 
The Club meeting was facilitated by John Lasinski, 
Director, with 31 members in attendance. 
John opened the meeting with an introduction of 
members and was pleased to see many members who 
have not been in attendance for a while. 
 
The minutes of the July, 2012 meeting were approved as 
printed in the Gazette. 

 

May Birthdays: See Gazette 

 

May Anniversaries: See Gazette 

 

Members Ill: Get well wishes and cards were sent to 
Dave Smith and Judy Driscoll 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

• Club Account:  $2,584.38 

• Regional Account: $3,662.46 
 

Upcoming Events: 

• August 23rd, Board Meeting, Paul Meyers house 

• September 6-8,The 2012 Heartland Regional, 
Airport Hilton 

• September 9th, Wheels of Motion 

• October 6th, Fall Oil Change at Paul Meyers 
Shop 

• October 6th – Ladies Luncheon – Cancelled 

• October 20th – Fall Color Tour 

• October 27th – Garage Tour with Oldsmobile 
Club – Gene Bossaller (tentative) 

 

Old Business: 

If you have not paid your 2012 Club dues, please see 
Pete Nathan. 

 
Continued on page 4 

 
 

 

September Birthdays 

 
Ted Becker                    Betty Doggendorf           Jim Hall 
Nancy Ingargiola          Culus Jones                      John Lasinski 
Pat Peter                         Donna Reale                   T J Rinn 

 

September Anniversaries 

 
Charles & Betty Doggendorf 
Ed & Nancy Keil 
Herb & Sharon Morris 
Donald & Pat Pfitzinger 

 



 

 

 

3

                                     2012 CLUB CALENDAR 

September November

3 Visit Schlafly microbrewery for a tour and lunch
23 Regular Monthly Meeting & Picnic, Chet 19 Regular Monthly Meeting - ??

   Palumbo's, 11 am
December

October

1 Lunch, Meeting, Toys for Tots at Old Spaghetti
6 Fall oil change    Factory
15 Regular Monthly Meeting - ??
20 Fall Color Tour January 2013

27 Garage Tour with the Olds Club
?? Holiday Party ??

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Regular Monthly Meeting & Pot Luck Picnic.  Sunday, September 23, 1:00 pm at Chet & Jeanne 
Palumbo’s.  Chet & Jeanne are cooking up some brisket for sandwiches and baked beans.  They will have beer, 
soda and water.  Everyone is to bring a dish to share, such as potato salad,, pasta salad,, dessert, chips and dips, 
vegetable plates or ??  Deviled eggs and pies are already on the “I’ll bring” list.  People are welcome to bring 
their favorite wine also.  PLEASE bring lawn chairs. 
 
PLEASE let Chet or Jeanne know if you plan to attend so they can plan how much food to prepare: call 636-
398-4336 or e-mail cpalumbo@centurytel.net .   
 
To reach Chet & Jeanne’s place, take MO Highway 94 south  to1.3 miles past I-64/US 40 to a right on MO D.   
(**)Follow D for 10.5 miles to New Melle, and bear left at the “Y” to stay on D. (##)Turn left onto MO F/ Mill 
Street at the stop sign between Liz’s Bar and the feed store.  Follow F for 1.8 miles to a left on Callaway Ridge 
Drive, go 1.5 miles and bear left at the “Y” onto Callaway Lake Drive.  The Palumbo’s is the first house on the 
left, 3 Callaway Lake Drive. 
 
OR, take I-64/US 40 west to exit 10, MO 94, turn left (south) on 94, go 1.3 miles to a right on MO D and 
follow the directions above at **. 
 
OR, take I-70 west to exit 209, MO Z/Church Street.  Follow MO Z south approximately 8 miles until it dead 
ends into MO D.  Turn left and follow D to a left on MO F/Mill Street.  Follow the directions above at ##. 
 

Fall Oil Change.  Saturday, October 6, 10 am at Paul Meyer’s garage at Spectra Painting, 13573 St. Charles 
Rock Road, (1.3 miles west of I-270, on the right as you drive west).  Brats, burgers and soda will be provided.  
 

Spooktacular Garage Tour.  Saturday October 27, at the invitation of the Archway Oldsmobile Club.  
Meet at I-255 and Koch Road at 10:00 am to convoy to Bob and Kevin Huff’s collection in Dupo, IL.  The 
Vintage Chevy Club has also been invited.  Please bring a side dish or appetizer to share along with your old 
car,  favorite beverage and lawn chairs.  The Olds club will provide brats and hot dogs. 
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Minutes of the August 20 Meeting (Cont’) 

 
New Business: 

 

Performance Division: Scott Keller reported that the 
Dyno at PUR Performance, St. Peters would be 
available for anyone attending the Heartland Regional.  
Cost: $60.00 per car, with three runs.  Pizza will also 
be available for an additional fee.  

 

Modified News: No updates 

 

National News: No updates 

 

2012 Heartland Regional Event: 

• Please get your registration forms in as soon as 

possible. 

• Volunteers are needed, Bill Landers solicited 

help and passed around a signup sheet  

• Steve Dodson presented two “Buick” Stain 
Glass windows; one had a white background 
and another on clear glass.  The Club selected 
the one with the white background for the 
auction; Steve will keep the other one.  

• Hotel Breakfast is not the same for members 

registered with the special event price.  The 

hotel will provide our breakfast outside our 

hospitality room.  We requested additional “hot 

items” be added to the menu, but the hotel 

would provide those only if we deleted fruit 

and cereal.  This was presented at the meeting 

and it was voted to keep the original menu 

which included two hot items, along with 

cereal and fruit.  The Club is required to  

          
provide a count to the hotel each night of any 

additional breakfasts we anticipate for the next 

day. 

 

• It was agreed that club members, who are not 

registered, but are working the event may 

attend Thursday’s Welcome Party. 

 

• Bill Landers provided a Registration Summary 
as of 08/27/12: 

 
Hotel room nights  182(?) 
Registrations     89 
Club members registered   28 
Banquet meals ordered 109 
(60 beef, 28 chicken, 18 fish, 3 TBD) 

Welcome reception    94 
St Charles tours, Th      9 
St Charles tours, Fri    16 
St Charles tours, Sat      1 
Botanical Garden Tours   16 
Judged Cars     48 
Non-BCA member      1 
Member only     14 
Display only     26 
Swap spaces     15 
Car corral        2 
Trailer Parking    15 

 
50/50 drawing: $65.00 total, with $32.50 to Jeff 
Watkins. 

 

Next Regular Meeting: 

September 23rd, 2012, at Chet and Jeanne Palumbo’s 
home Sunday, 1:00p.m. with Pot Luck Picnic. 
 

 

FOR SALE 
 

1989 Lincoln Mark VII LSC.   Midnight blue, accident-free, always garaged,  well-maintained with 
88K.  Professionally repainted by White Auto Body.   Has Dynamax exhaust system, Alpine stereo, Pirelli tires 
have 20K.  A fine example of old-time Ford craftsmanship in the 80's with flawless performance.  $5300 or best 
offer to a caring new owner.  Monica Ledwon mwledwon@gmail.com or 314-878-3935.  
 

1988 Reatta.  Black, 124K original miles, no rust showing, paint problem on trunk lid.  Major systems all 
work, but antilock brake warning comes on after 50 or 100 miles—it is said a new accumulator is needed.  
Interior clean, but not perfect, shows some wear.  Regular oil changes.  Recently moved to Arizona and want to 
sell.  Asking $1200.  Call Bill McCracken, 314-566-5556. 
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Photos of Class Winners from Adam Martin, others from Joe Horvath III 
 

 
 

John Giokaris’ 32 Model 66 Coupe, Class A, 1st Place 

 
 

Bob Starzyk’s 39 Special Phaeton, Class B, 1st Place 
and Hilton Employees Special Award 

 
 
 

Roland Toenges’59 Electra 4 Door, Class C, 1st Place 
 

 
 

Mike LaMantia’s 68 Sportwagon, Class D, 1st Place 
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Mike LaBrose’s 73 Centurion Conv., Class E, 1st Place, 
and Judged Best of Show 

 
 

 
John Oscarson’s 83 Park avenue, Class F, 1st Place 

 
 

Herb Morris’s 91 Reatta Coupe, Class G, !st Place 

 
 

Celine Voris’s 64 Riviera, Class H, 1st Place 

 

 
Roger Sears’ Modified 65 Skylark GS, Class I, 1st Pl. 

 
 

Mike Driscoll’s 86 Regal Turbo, Class J, 1st Place 
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Mark Lob’s 68 GS 400 Coupe, Class K, 1st Place 
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The GATEWAY GAZETTE is a monthly newsletter, free to paid members of the St. Louis Gateway Chapter of the Buick Club of America.  Articles, 
technical information, For Sale and Want Ads, photos, restoration sagas and coming events are welcomed, but must be submitted by the first Monday 
of the month to assure inclusion in the next issue. 

 
Our membership year runs from May 1 to April 30. Membership is renewable on May 1. Members joining between January 1 and April 30 are paid 
up through the next April. Dues are $15 per year for the local chapter. Contact Pete Nathan, Treasurer. See address below. Current dues for the 
national club are $50 per year, payable to: Buick Club of America, P.O. Box 360775, Columbus, OH 43236-0775. 

 
The Gateway Chapter meets monthly on the THIRD MONDAY of the month. Meetings begin at 7:30 PM and guests are welcome to attend.     We 
meet at various restaurants around St. Louis and most members and guests try to arrive by 6:30 or earlier to have dinner before the meeting. 
 
For more information, our local mailing addresses are as follows: 
 
Director:                John Lasinski  440 Avalon View Ct jlasinski@yahoo.com 
   (636) 225-9850  Fenton, MO 63025 
Asst. Director:  Paul Meyer  11694 Mark Twain Lane 42buickman@gmail.com 
   (314) 574-9853  Bridgeton, MO 63044 
Treasurer:  Pete Nathan  #1 Huntleigh Trails Lane phnauto@aol.com 
   (314) 413-2966  St. Louis, MO 63131 
Secretary:  Chet Palumbo  3 Calloway Lake Drive cpalumbo@centurytel..net 

(636) 398-4336  Defiance, MO 63341 
Newsletter Editor: Bill Landers  66 Summit Pointe Ct walanders@hotmail.com 
   (636)916-3310  St. Charles, MO  63301 
 
 

 Web Site:  www.gatewaybca.org 
Webmaster:  Adam Martin  1212 Cloverbrook  adamm@buickpartsdirectory.com 

  (314) 713-1262  St. Charles, MO 63304 

 
 
 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 


